HISTORY DAY TIPS AND SAMPLE QUESTIONS

DOs and DON’Ts for Judges

DO

· Welcome students in a friendly manner and help them feel comfortable

· Ask specific questions that encourage the students to talk about their research

· Write specific and constructive comments that students can use at the next level or in future projects

· Provide consistent rankings and comments within the judging team

DON’T

· Lecture students during the interview about how to improve their projects – save helpful comments for the written evaluation sheets
· Ask what school the student attends or in which county the student lives (to avoid being swayed by the reputation of a particular school or school system)
· Stay in the room for judging or discuss a project if you have a conflict of interest

· Tell students whether or not they won before results have been announced at the awards ceremony

Interviewing Tips
· Be prepared.  Know the theme, rules, and something about the topic or period.

· Don’t start with the hardest or most provocative questions.  Help the student open up a little first.

· Don’t ask yes or no questions.  Some students won’t expand their answers on their own and need a little prodding.

· Use the time wisely.  If students speak at length about one aspect of the project, steer them back to other information.

Sample Questions – Judges are not limited to these, but may ask any questions that encourage students to provide information that will help Judges evaluate the project.

· Why did you choose this topic?

· What was your most important source and why?

· How did your primary sources (or secondary sources) help you understand the topic?

· Why is this topic/person significant?

· What about your topic is relevant today?

· What is the most important point you are trying to convey in your project?

· What is the most important thing you learned in researching and developing your project?

· What were the most important factors that caused . . . .  to occur?

· What were the most important consequences of this . . . . ?

· What impact did this event/person have on a community, society, the nation, or the world?

· What conclusions or lessons do you want people to make as a result of your research?

· What did each member of your group contribute?  How did you decide who would do what?

· What are some of the things you had to leave out?  Would you like to talk about some of that information?

· What is the most important thing you learned from this project?  What skills did you learn as a result of this project?
· Ask questions about the substance of the topic.

· Ask for any clarification you need regarding information in the project, process paper, or bibliography.

